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* Reuburseeent for 


eat of Automobile 

5X1 A9a 


25X1A9a 


25X1A2d1 


25X1 A9a 
25X1A6a 


25X1A9a 


1* this util acknowledge receipt of your ses^&nbm of 21 January 
19$k attaching a suixiisxic-n fee*. Fi Division ouUd 12 January ivUi* and 
requesting our opinion Aether rsisbursewent ox the ex, an.** of ship, ing 

automobile way be cade* 

2. toe osBoranhuK frost Ft livisi^DULnaics tee that ■■■■ 25X1 A9a 

is e btsff Agent assigned to project end m& crdarw^t ^St^tith 

this project in January 1953 to be stationed at 

accordingly received travel orders wdeh, inter alia, authorised shipment 
of his personal au tomobi ls free. /’royl denc e * fsfcrde Island to Ran Francisco* 
Californi a and thence to in the course of processing Mr* 25X1 A6a 

claim for reinburauaent of the expense of shipping Ms personal 
sut-mobile, finance livisi -n gave its exit ten opiaicn U ft liv Irion that 
this was not an allowable expense since* ax a natter of gent rax Agency 
policy* personal auto&obllt s way not be shipped at Agency expense id thin 
the United States* Fi. I&vieion has appealed this r ling and in its 
woRoisouiua of 12 January 1951* hat outlined several reasons day the sarpeme 
of shipping the autcwobil© in question should be borne by the / . tncy. 
there Include t 


(a) because of the age of children he 

could not drive to the %st Coast and w Id have sold hi# 
oar rather than ship it at personal expense* 

(b) The nature of utisteeat required 

an automobile at hie disposal and when the shipeent pro- 
vided for by the travel c r.tr wg "autn trl&ed ty signature," 

25X1 A8a m| the branch to vhiehlHi^HBHi^^ assignee and 

which prepared the travel orders* assumed UAt tide war e 
perfectly legitimate expense* 

(c) ($0$ of mileage on the lest Coset 

bee been operational* and if be had not brought his own car** 
the Agency would have had to provide one. 

(d) A requirement that ^■^■^■pay the cost of 
transporting the autos..: oil#* widen wat snip. ed in reason- 
able reliance upon approved travel or ers* w^X-* cost nlw 


25X1A9a 


25X1 A9a 


25X1A9a 


25X1A9a 


25X1 A9a 
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in or oat month'# salary anti would import upon hi* an 

unreasonable financial burdan for which n* la net responsible. 

3* Froth the present at *te of the nterd ur of u* facte a® dea- 
scribed tc ua we perceive no basic on wfcieh nciaburs«a*nt co M properly 
be lead* in this case* Oncer ordinary circumstances ahl,aaat of personal 
automobiles within tha United State® tgr the -ganey la a t only against 
r«ncy policy but contrary to statute, (ace $ USC, section 73(c)). 

*• are sympathetic with predicate t cut lined in 

raaffona (a) and (d) we ne no altera tiv« but to discount these reasons 
on the ground that they are personal considerations of &£££ & £&&£$ 25X1 A9a 

and not euaceptibi* to legal relief by the Agency. The sec >nd reason ocv 1A q a 
advanced for re £bur®ca«&t implies that^^|||^B «ai hi® branch had 
a right to reply upon the trawl order and states that ahi meat of tbs 
automobile me “authorised* by signature ty the appropriate official of 
FL Division. Tbi* rational*, while alec entitled to aynpathetie con- 
sideration, cannot be the baeio of legal detmatlnation in the face of 
tha settled principle that the United State® ia not bound or estopped 
by an erroneous autoeriaati n aaue by cn* of its of fleers, with cr with- 
out juried ice tier*, and whether m* e isaser air-take of fact or of law. 

i». There remain# toe question put farwu-c i n rent on (c) an d im- 
plied in reason (b) to to* affect that the a*® ,~f auto- 25X1 A9a 

aobile wa s “opera Uonal*’ ana that the Agency c,.-uiw reimburse Lr. 
mammter th* shipment on the basis vf th* extraordinary authorities 
granteu toe %«a«y oncer tec Hon 10(b) of Public Law 110. It has been 
the consistent poaiti a of this office, in Urn with the oecieion of 
the Comptroller General (>1 u^up. wen. 191) that tiie uta of CIA 1 ® 
mutual authority i« not c:.nteapl tec as a scant of ditregurcing "... 

**V control with respect 'to toe aw***r aueinia tr*tive or operat ing 
problems which e airont the ortliasry Oownasscnt Agency. " It tuft be 
shown, therefore, teat toe operational necessity which required riil-aent 
of toe automobile bat scaae rel tion to the peculiar i'uncUcnt of the 
Agency and tenet a natter of convenience. from the facts- presented it 
•loer not appear that this ia a proper cate in which to invoke the agency's 
authority unuer r action 10(b). There ia nothing to indicate tout security 
ear oparetlo&a^^nalcentlocks dictated sfeiMacot of the automobile or pro- 
^&SXI13ES§BB1 driving it to his raw a. rigeuent. suggest, 
however, that there right be eoditt&ael facts not known to us which would 
throw a different light on tins probtec. and that you map wish to refer the 
aatter to the ?t officer too originally suthoris cS tot- shipment for pre- 
aentotion of any additional fact# which it is felt might justify re- 
istareuaeot la toe light of toe Agency** authority under r action 10(b) of 
fufclle lew ill). 
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